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In major contrast from last year’s 
infamous fraternity rush, which was 
suspended due to drug and alcohol 
violations, the 2012 fraternity rush has 
been described as “really good” and 
“problem free.” 
“We’re very, very happy,” said Jordan 
Cox, Fraternity Council president. 
“Not only have we vastly improved 
from last year, but we’ve improved 
from the spring. We worried about it, 
but it couldn’t have been much worse 
than last year. It turned out great.”
Of the 866 men who registered to 
participate in recruitment, 368 received 
bids — a lower number than was 
expected, according to the Director of 
Student Services Anna Edwards. This 
is a good sign according to Cox, who 
believes that this shows that — because 
of a dry rush — chapters actually 
interacted with those rushing and took 
the time to sort through men they did 
and did not want.
“I believe that our chapters are 
moving away from the mindset of 
‘we have to take as many pledges as 
possible,’” Cox explained. “Now they are 
actually recruiting instead of being in a 
party mindset. Active members and the 
guys rushing actually carried on good 
conversation and interacted with each 
other at the community service activities 
and the chapters could see which kids 
would fi t best with their chapter.”
While many chapters may have been 
more selective, Cox said it is also possible 
that some men may have dropped out of 
recruitment because they were unable to 
drink and indulge in the party culture.
For the most part, though, the men 
and fraternities supported the changes 
and understood why they were necessary, 
Cox said.
“I think that a lot of people put 
the accountability from last year on 
themselves and we’ve developed a much 
deeper understanding of what recruiting 
good men is and what you really need 
to become brothers,” said Zack King, 
Fraternity Council’s vice president of 
recruitment. “This will hopefully have a 
lasting impact.”
Communit y serv ice was one of 
the many new init iat ives taken by 
Fraternity Council to help curb the 
party reputation surrounding rush and 
fraternities is general. These programs 
included alcohol awareness meetings, 
lectures on scholarship and brotherhood 
and an alcohol and drug policy change 
that will fi ne a guilty chapter $2,500 and 
suspend their right to rush new members 
for a fi rst-time offense. 
King said he thinks mandatory service 
was the most important change to 
recruitment policies.
“I think the best thing we did, bar 
none, was that we have over 1,700 hours 
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Balloon artist Shawn 
Mewborn and his 
wife Janice create 
large-scale decora-
tions and animals.
See page 5
Columnist Kathryn 
Duggan says voter 
registration is of the 
utmost importance, 
especially in this elec-
tion
See page 4
In her fi rst year as a 
graduate student, 
Chelsea France is 
using her last year of 
eligibility to run cross 
country for USC.
See page 8
Balloonopolis France returns to SCRegistration is keyTuesday
Wednesday
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Mo r e  t h a n  a  y e a r  a f t e r  t he 
program’s launch, USC Connect ’s 
offi cials say it is beginning to reach 
students through campus events and 
class curricula.
The $2.5-mi l l ion in it iat ive i s 
designed to encourage students from 
USC Columbia and it s reg ional 
Lancaster, Sumter, Salkehatchie and 
Union campuses to seek “beyond 
the classroom” exper iences l ike 
internships and community service 
opportunit ies and integrate them 
with their in-class academics.
The program’s executive director, 
Irma Van Scoy, said the university 
plans to accompl ish those goals 
with an online database called the 
“Beyond the Classroom Search,” 
which it implemented in August. 
Students can search by keyword, time 
frame, type of opportunity, campus 
and department in order to fi nd the 
experience they are looking for.
“We’ve made a lot of progress in 
the program,” Van Scoy said. “At 
fi rst, it was just me, but now we have 
more support in the off ice, we’ve 
been having Student Representative 
Board meetings since January, and 
we started this year with Welcome 
Week.”
Van Scoy said that USC Connect 
was involved in all of the Welcome 
Week events this past August. USC 
Gunshot in Five Points hits student’s car
Ticketing incidents, ejections decrease
Fraternity recruitment makes strides from last year
USC Connect
launches online
search database
Downtown bar area 
sees violent weekend
Colin Campbell
CCAMPBELL@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
CRIME ● 3
Director hails $2.5-million
student engagement program
Amanda Coyne
ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
As Connor Shaw refound his stride during Saturday’s 
game against Missouri, 41 students of the 8,500 students 
who entered Williams-Brice Stadium were being 
walked out of the stadium or stumbling into police 
cars, according to Capt. Eric Grabski, USC police 
spokesman. 
The number is down from the 64 students who were 
expelled from the 7 p.m. UAB game on Sept. 15. 
“Every game has its own unique challenges; its unique 
culture, if you will,” Grabski said. He added that though 
day games and night games are more comparable, the 
opponent — especially a higher-profi le SEC team like 
Georgia (the Bulldogs come to Columbia in two weeks) 
— is an even bigger determinant.
Lee Walker / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Williams-Brice Stadium student section was packed for Saturday’s 3:30 p.m. game against Missouri. 
With a gametime temperature forecast of 88 degrees, staff had passed out “Famously Hot” headbands. 
CONNECT ● 2TICKETS ● 2
41 students removed, 3 arrested due to alcohol, 
wristband infractions during Saturday scorcher
Colin Campbell & Caroline Baity
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Cox attributes fewer bids 
to higher-quality rush
No one was hit in the gunfi re 
that erupted in a crowded 
downtown Five Points Sunday 
morning, but for one USC 
student, it meant a long night 
and a bullet in her car. 
“I was working outside at the 
beer bath at Breakers ,” she said. 
“All of a sudden, we hear this 
‘pow-pow-pow-pow-pow.’ I 
looked at the girl I was working 
with, and we were like, ‘Was 
that gunshots?’ The bouncers 
told us to duck.”
The third-year marketing 
s t udent  a sked  not  to  be 
identifi ed because she’s nervous 
about what she thinks may have 
been gang violence and fears 
retaliation. 
W he n  t he y ’d  d e c id e d 
the coast was clear, the two 
stood up and looked across 
the street at the Rite Aid on 
Harden Street where the shots 
had come from — and where 
they’d both parked their cars. 
Police had descended upon the 
parking lot.
“All of a sudden I see them 
taping my car with crime scene 
tape,” the student said. “One 
of the bouncers walked over 
with me and I walked up to my 
car and saw bullet holes in the 
windows.”
Offi cers had blocked off the 
area for investigation, so she 
couldn’t access her vehicle for 
an hour. She described having 
her whole perspective changed.
“I started crying, because 
I was so scared,” she said. “I 
thought there were going to 
be more shots fired. I got my 
brother to come and we talked 
to the cops and sat there until 3 
o’clock in the morning.”
She said an angel must have 
been looking over Five Points 
that night for her rear windows 
and some upholstery to be the 
shooting’s only casualty, but 
her experience was only one 
of several in a litany of violent 
crimes in Five Points reported 
to media Monday.
T he  i nc ident  rep or t s , 
released by Columbia Police 
Department, detail a weekend 
of violence and crime in Five 
Points, but no arrests.
GREEK ● 3
Caroline Baity
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Before he was a bestselling author, 
Pat Conroy was a life-changing teacher 
for a group of students at the Mary 
Fields School on Daufuskie Island off 
the Savannah, Ga., coast in 1969 and 
1970. One of his students, on whom 
he based the character Ethel in his 
1972 memoir “The Water Is Wide,” 
described the inf luence of Conroy 
as an educator and mentor to these 
sheltered children with a curiosity 
about the world outside their island. 
Sallie Ann Robinson delivered the 
message as the Witten Distinguished 
Lecturer Monday afternoon in the 
School of Law auditorium. Robinson, 
now a noted Gullah chef and cookbook 
author, recalled the day Conroy took 
over her seventh-grade classroom.
“We had no idea that males taught 
school,” Robinson said. “We had no 
idea this man was gonna change our 
lives. He looked at the books we had 
— they were old, they were ratty ... He 
wanted us to know what those pages 
we read were saying in our world.”
Robinson described a teacher who 
took on the responsibility of preparing 
these children for the world beyond 
their island that, until that point, they 
had known nothing about. Lessons 
on the Great Lakes, classical music, 
space and the “magic” of science, 
trick-or-treating and a class trip to 
Wa sh i ng ton ,  D.C .  were  a mong 
Robinson’s recollections of Conroy.
“The Water  i s  W ide ,”  one  of 
Conroy’s most well-known works, 
is his real life account of his life as a 
teacher working in a run-down school 
on a poorly funded island. Like in real 
life, Conroy’s students are almost all 
descendants of slaves who have had 
very little contact with the outside 
world because there were no bridges 
leading off the island. In order to 
connect with his students, Conroy 
had to use unconventional teaching 
methods. “Each day he greeted us 
with something different, something 
new, something exciting,” Robinson 
said. “We didn’t know learning could 
be fun. I did not know that the world 
beyond us had things that we couldn’t 
imagine ... He really wanted us to 
know that: ‘Y’all are in school, and 
you need to learn your stuff because 
when you do leave, they gonna eat you 
alive.’ He was gentle, but he was also 
letting us know that we had to prepare 
ourselves.”
Robinson’s lecture was preceded 
by the presentation of the Chester 
C. Travelstead Award for Courage in 
Education to Charles T. Ferillo Jr., 
the communications specialist for the 
Children’s Law Center and maker 
of the award-winning documentary 
“Corridor of Shame: The Neglect of 
South Carolina’s Rural Schools.” In 
his acceptance, Ferillo spoke of hope 
for the future of education in South 
Carolina.
“My work ...  has been to shape 
a vastly different future for all the 
children, and for all the people,” Ferillo 
said. “It is long past time for South 
Carolina to let go of its crippling past, 
which the world knows all to well, 
and embrace a more enlightened and 
hopeful future.” 
Author’s inspiration speaks at USC
Ferillo receives Travelstead 
Award Monday night
Sarah Ellis
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Nick Nalbone / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Charles T. Ferillo Jr. receives the Chester C. Travelstead Award Monday afternoon.
Comments on this story? 
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The majority of student 
ejections were due to alcohol 
violations, which totaled 19, 
and wristband infractions, 
at 18. Three went to jail, 
Grabski said. One of them 
had drunkenly shoved an 
offi cer who had confronted 
him, according to Adrienne 
White, student t icketing 
coordinator.
“If you’re cooperat ive 
and compliant, sometimes 
you’re not taken to jail,” said 
Anna Edwards, director of 
student services. “If you are, 
it’s normally for not being 
compliant, and it’s up to the 
discretion of the offi cer.”
While the temperature 
in the stands wasn’t quite as 
overwhelming as the noon 
Eastern Carolina game two 
weeks ago, it was still hot 
enough to cause 187 heat-
related first aid visits and 
42 Emergenc y Medica l 
Ser v ices  ca l l s  — 10 of 
which resulted in hospital 
transports — throughout 
the stadium, according to 
Grabski.
Other than the ejections, 
arrests and overheated fans, 
the game went as smoothly 
on the student t icket ing 
side of things as could be 
expected, Grabski said. 
For the first time since 
the new ticketing system 
was implemented, there 
were no big issues that 
couldn’t be solved on the 
spot, according to White. 
W h ite  at t r ibutes  t he 
success to a switch from 
swiping Carol inaCards’ 
magnetic strips to scanning 
the cards’ barcodes. Damage 
to t he ca rds’  mag net ic 
strips was the main reason 
students had trouble getting 
into the UAB game and 
previous games, White said.
“ S c a n n i n g  i s  a lw ay s 
easier,” White explained. 
“Swiping the mag-strip can 
have problems because so 
much as a scratch or putting 
your phone up against the 
card and demagnetizing it 
in your pocket can cause it 
to not swipe properly.”
A few issues with barcodes 
were able to be straightened 
out at the stadium, and 
White said she expects that 
Ticket ing wil l cont inue 
using the scanning system 
without issue.
For students who continue 
having problems, White 
suggests becoming more 
familiar with the Ticketing 
website. All students who 
transfer their t icket will 
receive a  conf i r mat ion 
email. If an email is not 
received, she said either the 
system failed to upload it or 
the problem is a user error.
“If you keep having issues, 
come by t he Ticket ing 
off ice, or call, or email,” 
White said. 
TICKETS ● Cont. from 1
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C o n n e c t  a l s o  h e ld  i t s 
own fair featuring faculty 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m 
14 col leges and schools 
throughout the university 
as well as staf f members 
from various campus offi ces, 
including study abroad and 
undergraduate research.
“ S t u d e nt s  w e r e  v e r y 
happy to speak with faculty 
members about how they 
can be involved with USC 
Connect in their major,” 
Van Scoy said. 
The fair also reached out 
to upperclassmen, according 
to Adam Mayer, a second-
year exercise science student 
who serves on the Student 
Representat ive Board as 
vice president for faculty 
outreach .
“I t ru ly feel  th is year 
USC Connect is beginning 
to  ‘con nec t ’  more w it h 
students,” Mayer said. “By 
k icking off the year with 
our ‘Get Connected’ fair, 
we were able to get our 
name out there for mostly 
incoming freshmen, but also 
upperclassmen.”
U S C  C o n n e c t  h a s 
also placed a heavy focus 
on integ rat ion into t he 
University 101 curriculum, 
beginning their fi rst round 
of presentations this month.
“The students just did 
their f irst University 101 
presentations recently, and 
they worked together with 
graduate assistants on how 
to properly communicate 
the USC Connect idea,” 
Van Scoy said.
T h e  s t u d e n t 
representatives settled on 
a hands-on approach; they 
split University 101 classes 
into three groups, giving 
one group popsicle sticks, 
another popsicle sticks and 
paper clips and the third 
popsicle sticks, paperclips 
and marshmallows. Each 
group was inst ructed to 
bu i ld  a  house  w it h  t he 
items provided. After the 
third group had much more 
success]  t han t he ot her 
t wo, the representat ives 
connected each set of items 
to a type of student. The 
first represented a student 
w ho  o n l y  h ad  i n- c l a s s 
exper iences,  t he second 
represented a student who 
had in-class and beyond 
the classroom experiences 
but did not connect them 
and the third represented 
a student who connected 
in-class and beyond the 
classroom experiences.
A l l  U n i v e r s i t y  1 0 1 
instructors will incorporate 
t he  pr i nc ip le s  o f  USC 
Connect — Par t ic ipate, 
Create, Lead — into their 
curricula, with a section on 
USC Connect added to the 
University 101 instructor’s 
g u ide and a  chapter  on 
the program added to the 
Universit y 101 textbook, 
“Transitions.” 
“ I n s t r uc tor s  who a re 
teaching University 101 are 
more informed about the 
program than they have 
been in the past,” Van Scoy 
said. “Hopefully we can get 
students to think about how 
they can make their years at 
USC the best for themselves 
by including the program in 
University 101.”
Other programs are also 
integrating USC Connect 
through online portfolio 
programs. Students studying 
art education, library and 
information sciences and 
public health will use online 
portfolios to chronicle their 
experiences in and outside 
of the classroom. 
CONNECT ● Cont. from 1
Comments on this story? 
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Best of luck 
to OPPA
students 
during the 
application 
and 
interview 
process! 
We’re all 
cheering for 
you!
Office of Pre-Professional Advising
Sumwalt Bldg. Room 208 
803-777-5581
www.sa.sc.edu/oppa
Drop-In Hours
Tues. 1 p.m.- 4 p.m.
Wed. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
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of logged community service within the 
first two weeks of school,” King said. 
“That’s out of around 400 guys who 
accepted bids and active members who 
went with them too. Bar none, that was 
the best thing we did.”
The university only acts as advisers 
for fraternity leaders and had nothing to 
do with the student-implemented policy 
changes, but Edwards was satisfied by 
recruitment and fraternity leaders this 
year and looks forward to continuing to 
see improvement.
“We’ve gotten good feedback from 
students ... and this process continues to 
evolve and re-evaluate to make sure we’re 
doing what we need to be doing.”
Although Cox is glad rush ran according 
to plan this year, he expects to see more 
improvement.
“We’re going to continue to build,” Cox 
said. “We’re not content but we’re happy 
how rush went this year.” 
The gunshots that sent 
the popular bar scene into a 
panic Sunday morning were 
fi red around 1 a.m. after an 
alleged robbery, according 
to a report.
The a l leged robber y 
victim claimed four men 
dressed in a l l  black — 
two of whom he said had 
dreadlocks — knocked him 
to the ground and stole 
his wallet, which he said 
contained $55, before fl eeing 
in a white or light-colored 
Ford truck, according to the 
report. Several witnesses 
saw the truck speeding away 
from the scene, the report 
said. Shortly afterward, the 
gunshots were heard. 
“It doesn’t make complete 
sense,” Columbia police 
spokeswoman Jenn ifer 
Timmons said when asked 
for more details on the 
sequence of events. She 
emphasized that “incident 
reports are not the Gospel” 
— they rely on witnesses 
at the scene and the initial 
fi ndings of the responding 
offi cers.
According to another 
report, around the same 
time, another man and his 
friend told police they’d 
been walking past Thirsty 
Parrot’s when the man 
was bumped into by two 
unknown men. One of the 
unknown men confronted 
the vict im verbally, the 
report said. After the man 
turned his back to walk 
away one of them punched 
him in the head, the report 
said.
At  t hat  poi nt ,  e ight 
u n k n o w n  b l a c k  m e n 
began assaulting the man, 
pu nch i ng h i m severa l 
t imes  i n  t he  f ace  a nd 
body while he attempted 
to guard his face with his 
arms, according to a witness 
account in the report. The 
man’s right forearm was 
broken and he was taken to 
a local hospital , according 
to the report.
A th ird incident was 
reported around 2 a.m., a 
when a man was assaulted 
near Pop’s NY Pizza. He 
claimed he was shoved up 
against a door and punched 
by seven to 10 men after an 
altercation, the report said. 
When he fell to the ground, 
one or two began to kick 
him in the chest and head, 
causing severe lacerations 
and swelling to his face, 
according to the report. 
He may have also suffered 
severe damage to his skull, 
the report said. Emergency 
medical services were called 
and took him to a local 
hospital. 
Timmons sa id wh i le 
the Five Points area is 
considered a crime “hot 
spot”  and i s  pat rol led 
frequently by offi cers, “they 
can’t be at all places at all 
times.”
She said she’d need to 
compile stat ist ical data 
to know for sure whether 
the weekend represented a 
spike in area crime, but she 
did acknowledge that the 
number of police reports 
she sent out Monday was 
unusual.
“ We d id  h ave  a  lo t 
of incidents in the Five 
Points area, you can’t hide 
from that fact,” Timmons 
said. “As to why they’re 
happening — I wish I could 
blame it on a full moon.” 
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It is difﬁ cult to overstate the value of $2.5 
million to a college student.
When that amount is being taken from our 
collective pocketbooks to fund a program which 
essentially does nothing, we’re almost left lost 
for words.
We’ve heard the same spiel f rom the 
university since the program’s origin: It’ll 
help students get “beyond-the-classroom” 
experience.
B u t  r e a l l y , 
isn’t that what 
college is — one 
b i g  b e y o n d -
t he-c la s sroom 
experience? We 
live here, we meet 
f r i e n d s  h e r e , 
many of us have 
jobs, do volunteer work and represent student 
organizations. By the very nature of being on 
campus, we’re balancing and incorporating 
social, academic and professional lives. 
USC held a fair to introduce students to 
faculty. They aren’t available for appointments, 
right? They probably don’t work here on 
campus or teach these students’ classes, right?
There’s a new database you can search for 
internships and opportunities. Cool. That’s one 
expensive search engine.
We just can’t get over the fact that the 
university is going to such great lengths to 
push a program they admitted last year was 
only really implemented to attain accreditation 
from the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools — which would only have required a 
one-time, $500,000 investment.
US C ’s  now  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  i t  i n t o 
University-101, giving freshmen — who they 
seem to think have the mental capacity of 
kindergartners — popsicle sticks, paper clips 
and marshmallows, to show (likely for the ﬁ rst 
time) how the program works.
We’re more concerned about a freshman 
choking on a popsicle stick than USC Connect 
being worth it or improving our university 
experience.
Last week was an eventful 
week on the campaign trail; 
both campaigns had to deal 
with what the media defined as 
scathing videos that showed the 
true colors of the president and 
former governor, respectively. 
Both of these videos show the 
current state of the election, 
where candidates no longer try to 
appeal to the mass 
popu lat ion ,  but 
divide the people 
against each other 
and conquer what’s 
left.
Mitt Romney’s 
c o m m e n t s 
definitely made a 
much larger splash 
this week as a video 
of him was released 
where he says that 47 percent of 
the population doesn’t pay an 
income tax and his job wasn’t to 
worry about them . Even if you’re 
a Romney supporter, it’s hard to 
excuse this type of rhetoric.
Romney is not alone in trying 
to divide and conquer the people. 
For nearly his entire presidency, 
Barack Obama has been accused 
of class warfare; he mentions the 
rich needing to pay their fair share 
in many of his speeches. The 
recently unearthed video, from 
a speech at Loyola University in 
the 1990’s , features the current 
President repeatedly mentioning 
redistribut ion , a phrase that 
alienates most Americans.  
This type of rhetoric helps 
no one. It breeds the kind of 
partisanship that is plaguing 
Congress and society as a whole. 
It is clear that our nation is in 
peril, and the kind of leader we 
need is one that will unite the 
country and bring out the best 
in everyone. Unfortunately, it 
seems that the country will have 
to choose the lesser of two evils. 
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Food Lion has a lot in common with the 
New York Stock exchange. Both are a means of 
exchanging goods for currency under certain 
rules and guidelines put forth by the governing 
bodies. The federal government would be one 
body that provides a code of conduct for those 
exchanges. Taxes, subsidies, tariffs and bans of 
illicit items are the general forces which guide 
not only the prices of items but also their general 
availability to be purchased. But what happens if 
we eliminate those guiding forces?
You might think that to be a preposterous 
notion f lawed on so many levels that the mere 
thought of it would be a waste of t ime. Yet, 
there is already a market out there which has 
been balanced on principles of pure trade, full 
deregulation and wide availability of any desired 
item: the black market. 
In the past, the black market operated mainly 
behind the scenes of everyday commerce and 
was available only to a trusted group 
of people. Today, however, it has 
broken the national, legal and even 
residential barriers by being widely 
available through the internet.  
The most popular website for this 
illicit activity is named after the 
historical trade route between Asia, 
Europe, and parts of Africa: “Silk 
Road.” Forbes magazine estimates 
the annual sales of this website to be 
around $22 million dollars . Not only 
that, but its customer and producer 
bases are expanding. In fact, the number of sellers 
has increased from around 300 to almost 600 
since February . Consumer satisfaction is high at 
about 97 percent and privacy is one of the main 
principles guiding the organization. On top of 
that, customers can get items shipped straight to 
their doorstep.
The site sounds too good — illegal might be 
a better word — to be true. And it is.  According 
to the Huffington Post, enforcement agencies 
around the world are well aware of this problem 
and have stepped up to better control what comes 
in and out of their countries . And that’s a good 
thing, because we are not ready for another 
unregulated open market of potentially deadly 
chemicals.
With al l of the money that stands to be 
made, the relative ease with which potentially 
harmful, if not deadly, items can be obtained, 
and the seemingly untraceable identity of the 
sites managers and creators, Silk Road clearly 
deserves more attention and regulation from the 
government. 
Polit ics is an endlessly debated 
subject upon which most people will 
always remain divided. One point that 
neither side can argue, however, is 
the importance of people educating 
themselves and becoming involved. 
Upon turning 18, we are given the 
right to vote and have 
our voice heard, yet 
many young people do 
not take action . With 
s uc h  a n  i mp or t a nt 
president ial elect ion 
occurring this year, 
there is no better time 
than the present for 
young people to register. 
In the past few weeks 
I have been surprised 
to discover that many 
of my peers, whom I would view as 
considerably politically informed, are 
not registered to vote. This is a very 
common occurrence among college 
students who are mislead by the idea 
that registering to vote is a complicated 
process. This is far from the truth, as 
a short visit to your local town hall 
to fill out a few forms is all it takes. 
In fact, the university even hands out 
forms to students so we are required 
to put forth even less effort .  For out 
of state students who would prefer to 
vote as a member of their home state, 
an absentee form is available . This 
form allows voters to determine their 
political party and send in their vote 
to be counted among those of their 
state of residency . This process does 
not cost people anything except a small 
portion of their time and the beneﬁ ts 
from doing so are overwhelming. 
As young adults, we are transitioning 
between being reliant on our parents 
and becoming fully independent. 
It is essential during this time to 
educate ourselves on the responsibility 
that accompanies th is g rowing 
independence. The winner of this 
year’s presidential election will have a 
profound impact on our generation as 
we prepare to live on our own and enter 
the working world. The candidates 
each hold contrasting views on several 
issues that will greatly determine our 
everyday living standards in areas such 
as gas prices, tuition and health care. 
A great portion of college students 
face an incredible amount of student 
loans upon graduation. The rising 
cost of tuition and mounting student 
loans is an issue that pertains to 
our generation specifically, and the 
candidates have different approaches 
as to help us manage these expenses. 
Political issues such as outsourcing 
of jobs will be determined differently 
depending on who holds ofﬁ ce and this 
will greatly affect the accessibility of 
jobs post-graduation. 
A portion of our generation is naïve 
as to the substantial effects that this 
election holds for our future. It is as 
simple as watching the news or doing 
some research online to get informed 
on issues that will determine our 
future. The university should continue 
to encourage its students to register 
and vote this coming November. Every 
vote counts and when given this right 
to let our voice be heard, every person 
should take advantage of it.  
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V iew point s page i s  to s t imu late 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected 
to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be 
submitted via email to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words 
in length and include the author’s name, 
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
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Children stand at his feet, holding 
queso-dipped tortilla chips and half-
filled cups of Coke. There’s a look 
of wide-eyed amazement — they’ve 
found magic in the Vista.
His plain black apron is packed 
with thousands of balloons — pink, 
green, yellow and red — each a few 
twists and turns away from a ladybug 
bracelet or an elaborate arching 
rainbow hat. 
It all starts with one question: Do 
you have your listening ears on? He 
runs through a super-speed verbal 
list of every animal, alien or balloon 
accessory, from Spiderman to a pirate 
sword to a jumping dolphin. 
He’s Shawn Mewborn , much better 
recognized by his moniker: The 
Balloon Man. 
Balloon artistry is his full-time gig, 
operating with his wife Janice under 
the company t it le Balloonopolis . 
Every Monday from 6 to 8 p.m. , he 
crafts balloons during Salsarita’s 
Kid’s Night in the Vista .
College students, 5-year-olds and 
their parents alike are struck with 
smiles and muff led giggles as the 
great Balloon Man uses a one hand 
pump to make wrist-sized frogs and 
giant alien headpieces.
Empty chairs are ﬁ lled by yellow 
octopuses with eight bright pink 
tentacles — not legs, as Mewborn 
notes in a pre-balloon science lesson. 
Parents request balloons for k ids 
waiting at home, and children run 
from mom’s side toward the man 
effortlessly shaping monkeys to hang 
on tables and chairs.
It’s magic.
The Craft
It’s a unique art, the art of balloon 
making, and it’s divided into two 
spheres: twisting and entertaining, 
and balloon decorating. The f irst 
makes poodles and penguins for 
birthday parties, corporate functions 
and fest ivals. The lat ter creates 
balloon masterpieces to adorn large-
scale events.
Mewborn has coined himself a 
“decotwister.” He does both, which 
he said isn’t a common feat in the 
business. 
Balloon arches stretch across the 
Horseshoe for every commemorative 
Carolina affair — grand semi-circles 
covered with hundreds of color-
coded balloons. It’s all Balloonopolis.
This year, the Mewborns made 
the Bid Day arches for Delta Delta 
Delta , Alpha Delta Pi , Gamma Phi 
Beta , Alpha Chi Omega and Delta 
Zeta sororities . Mewborn will also 
be awake at 3 a.m. this Saturday 
to decorate campus for Carolina 
Scholars Day.
Balloonopolis has made Gamma 
Phi Beta’s Bid Day arch for the past 
few years, but his business expanded 
to the other soror it ies th is fa l l 
because of a worldwide shortage... of 
helium .
It’s not a joke. Mewborn can’t get 
helium. It’s just not in supply. Many 
sororities have made their own arches 
in the past, but without a helium 
machine, matters are a bit more 
complex. But Balloonopolis has the 
ability to hand-pump balloons and 
attach them to a grid.
The c row n i ng Ba l loonopol i s 
achievement, however, isn’t an arch. 
It was so complex, in fact, that it made 
the business card. Shawn and Janice 
spent 30 hours mak ing a 7-foot-
tall Scottish warrior , Presbyterian 
College’s mascot . 
T he  a rche s  a nd  wa r r ior  f a l l 
under t he decorat ing categor y. 
But the twisting and entertaining, 
wh ich makes  up t wo-t h i rds  of 
Balloonopolis’s revenue, is Mewborn’s 
main act.
Mewborn v is it s  l ibrar ies  and 
daycares, threading comedy and 
bal loon t r icks into a 30-minute 
per for ma nce  t hat  a l so  u sua l ly 
includes glitter tattoos. 
The Beginning
I t ’s  not  a  c a reer  t he  s c hool 
counselor is going to sandwich in 
between business and biology. So 
how does one begin a l ife in the 
balloon business?
Twelve years ago, Mewborn was at 
a restaurant with his two daughters, 
Jillian and Jenna (2- and 4-year-olds 
at the time). A balloon artist came 
to the table with one line: “Want a 
balloon?”
It’s a laughable line after seeing 
Mewborn at work .  He has k ids 
grabbing their stomachs in f its of 
laughter, nearly falling over from 
the infusion of nose-plugged voices 
and fun facts about elephants’ trunk 
toes into the twisting and turning for 
every whim of their imagination. 
But 12 years ago, Mewborn met 
this monotone young man, making 
a  “one-ba l loon dog” (a  nov ice 
animal, according to Mewborn) with 
absolutely no personality. He was 
impressed with the lackluster artist, 
because Mewborn had never even 
attempted to tackle the most basic 
balloon animal.
On the car ride home from dinner, 
Jillian (the 2-year-old) bit Jenna’s 
(the 4-year-old) balloon elephant, 
and sheer disaster struck. It was the 
end of Jenna’s world, but her dad was 
determined to make it all better.
The next day, on lunch break from 
his corporate IT and data analysis 
job in Columbia, Mewborn ran to 
Cromer’s P-Nuts and bought a bag of 
balloons. He spent the hour learning 
how to make a dog, a sword and a 
replacement elephant, all from a how-
to book.
From t here ,  a  neighbor  told 
a f r iend who told a f r iend, and 
Mewborn started part-time balloon 
artistry at weekend birthday parties. 
His pay was enough to fund the 
hobby, moving from a hand pump 
to a f loor pump and traveling to 
balloon-making conventions across 
the country.
One of those convent ions,  in 
Dallas, was where the foundation of 
Balloonopolis was born.
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Shawn Mewborn ditches 
corporate career for family 
balloon-making business
Chloe Gould
CGOULD@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
‘Balloon Man’ makes magic with colorful creations
BALLOONS ● 6Nathan Leach / THE DAILY GAMECOCKMewborn crafts a balloon octopus at Salsarita’s in the Vista Monday night.
Nathan Leach / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Balloon artist Shawn Mewborn draws eyebrows on one of his creations.
“Bad news comes, don’t you worry even when it lands.
Good news will work its way to all them plans.”
— Modest Mouse
Nathan Leach / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
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The Family
He found love in a balloon-making place. 
Mewborn met his wife, Janice, at a balloon-making 
convention when the two were just starting each of 
their careers. 
He had been in the balloon game for about four 
years, and Janice, from Denver, had been crafting 
for just six months. 
Now, what’s a balloon-making convention? 
Mewborn describes it as, “350 crazy people who 
play with balloons for a living tak ing over a 
hotel and getting very little sleep.” There are 
instructional classes, competitions and a “jam 
room” where, 24 hours a day, all attendees can 
catch up with balloon-making friends and share 
tricks of the trade.
T h e  b a l l o o n - m a k i n g  c o m m u n i t y  i s 
international, Mewborn said. He cites his marriage 
as living proof of the power of the hobby.
His smile is wide, and the joy he gets from 
his job is clear as he runs through his history, 
but nothing beats the glow of when Mewborn is 
speaking about his wife: “She has a natural gift, 
everything ﬂ ows for her,” he said.
He admits his wife had him beat, despite his 
years of experience, when they f irst met. She 
skipped the one-balloon dog and went straight for 
the fancier creations.
The two married in February 2005 and formed 
Balloonopolis in January 2006.
Both Shawn and Janice cover the bulk of 
appearances and events now, switching off days 
and locations, and occasionally appearing as a 
two-person show. But the two girls who sparked 
Shawn’s interest in balloon-making have become a 
part of the business.
Jillian, now 14 years old, and Jenna, now 16 
years old, have caught on to the family craft and 
performed in a balloon-making show Friday night 
at Dutch Fork High School .
Shawn taught his mother-in-law how to make 
balloons, too. And in the house of balloon artists, 
there’s a room dubbed, appropriately enough, 
the “balloon room” which holds over 100,000 
uninﬂ ated balloons.
It all comes back to the magic. Twenty-year-old 
students are giddy as Mewborn — a two-time 
USC grad himself — builds Cocky and then turns 
it into a decidedly fashionable hat. Parents make 
their own long-planned requests after watching 
Mewborn’s skills on display, and kids begin to 
make plans for the next week’s animal.
Balloonopolis is a business that has, well, 
ballooned as the years have gone by, even with 
the state of the economy. A nd the couple’s 
appearances, which include Salsarita’s in Columbia 
and Lexington , Moe’s at Sandhill and Uno’s in 
Lexington , bring in a crop of regulars — both 
young and old — each week.
“I have the best job in the world,” Mewborn 
said. “I get to put smiles on people’s faces; I get 
to go to parties all the time; I get to make people 
happy.”
To reach the Balloon Man and Balloonopolis, visit 
www.balloonopolis.com. All rates are based on party 
size, type and difference and can be negotiated through 
Shawn Mewborn. 
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OPPORTUNITIES
$BARTENDING$, $300/Day 
Potential, NO EXPERIENCE 
NEC.Training Available. 800-
965-6520 XT253
EMPLOYMENT
Groucho’s Deli of Irmo-Hiring 
servers
Now hiring part time 
daytime servers.  Flexible 
schedule but must be able 
to work weekends.  Serving 
experience is preferred.  Apply 
in person at 800 Lake Murray 
Boulevard Irmo,SC 29063.
Email 
kevinmmajor@hotmail.com
NO NIGHTS*NO 
WKNDS*PT*Door Shop 
Asembly,Power Tool Usage, 
Cut Blinds, Pull Hardware.
Heavy Lifting Required. DRUG 
TEST REQUIRED. 8.25 HR. 
Call between 9AM-11AM 
803-256-1646. Must bring 
class schedule when filling out 
application.
EMPLOYMENT
CASHIER
Must be avail Mon (flex hrs) 
& T/TH 11:00-3:30 or W/F 
11:00-3:30. 1-2 yrs exp as 
cashier, wait staff or other cust 
svc role. $10/hr. Contact Neal 
Smoak @ 777-2104 or apply 
@ McCutchen House 
M-F 9am-3:30pm. 
Email marymcdaniel@sc.edu
PT office receptionist,cheer/
gymnastics coaches, & 
childcare asst wanted
Palmetto Athletic Center in 
is seeking friendly, energetic 
people to join our team.
Go to https://sites.google.
com/site/pacstaffsite/home-
page/Employment
Email your application to 
gm.pacsc@gmail.com
Email mhmacklen@gmail.com
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“Hunger
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Killers” co-star
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ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
DEADLINE
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available 
for addt’l cost
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Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30 
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TOMORROW
THE SHEEPDOGS, BLACK BOX 
REVELATION 
8 p.m., free 
New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State St. 
HEIST 
6:30 p.m. doors / 7 p.m. show, free 
Conundrum Music Hall, 626 Meeting St. 
“THE MASTER” 
3 p.m. / 6 p.m. / 9 p.m., $6 (students / matinee) / $7 (general / mati-
nee), $7 (students / evening), $8 (general / evening) 
Nickelodeon Theatre, 1607 Main St 
TOMORROW
HOLLYWOOD, THE LOVECRAFTS 
8 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21 
New Brookland Tavern, 
122 State St. 
AER WITH YONAS AND DAVID DAL-
LAS 
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show, $10 
for students 
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St. 
THE SCENE
FOLLOW US
@
THEDAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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First-year graduate student Chelsea 
France was born in South Carolina, 
but once she moved away, she took a 
long route back. 
France was raised in Dublin, Ohio , 
and competed on the cross country team 
at the University of Virginia before 
becoming a Gamecock . Her younger 
sister is already a student at USC , and 
her father also attended graduate school 
at South Carolina .
A redshirt due to injury in her 
freshman year , France has one final 
year of eligibility as an athlete, and she 
has used it to become one of USC’s 
top runners, finishing second among 
the Gamecocks and 15th overall at the 
Commodore Classic/SEC Preview Meet 
two weekends ago . USC fi nished seventh 
out of 24 teams .
Unsatisfied with that result, France 
said she looks forward to improving 
her performance, specifically at this 
weekends Charlotte Invitational, and 
helping the Gamecocks become a 
competitor at the national level.
“I  was OK w it h [t he resu lt  at 
Vanderbilt] — I can’t say that I was 
extremely excited about it,” France said. 
“But this coming weekend, I’m hoping 
to really show what I’ve been working so 
hard for, and hopefully this weekend will 
be a better result than [the last meet].
“The whole point is just to constantly 
improve. I don’t want to peak out so early 
in the season. Regionals are defi nitely a 
focus of mine, because I defi nitely want 
to see this team make it to nationals. I’m 
just going to continue progressing and 
build off (the Vanderbilt meet).”
T he  G a mecock s ’  top  r u n ner, 
freshman Kayla Lampe, fi nished second 
overall at the Commodore Classic, 
turning in a personal record time of 
21:06.24 for a 6K . France said she and 
Lampe have already developed a close 
friendship.
“Kayla and I are lucky enough to train 
together every day, so it’s nice being 
able to have that person to push me on 
days when I’m not feeling good, and 
I can push her on days when she’s not 
feeling so great,” French said. “It’s very 
much a collaborative relationship, and 
I definitely feel like we’ve established 
a friendship in the short time that I’ve 
been here.”
Lampe and France fi nished fi rst and 
second, respectively, at the Gamecock 
Invitational , USC’s fi rst competition of 
the season . That course was a 5K , but 
the rest of the team’s races this year will 
take place on 6K courses . France said she 
prefers the longer distance.
“I feel like it’s such a different race,” 
France said. “It’s all about placing well 
and being able to go through the 5K 
and push yourself through the last 
[kilometer], just being able to gear where 
you are within yourself and push yourself 
in the race. You’re not really looking so 
much at time as you are at placing well.”
France said she has had no trouble 
adjusting to South Carolina, a university 
she always had in the back of her mind as 
one she would like to attend.  
“It ’s been very smooth coming 
to USC,” France said. “The team 
atmosphere is wonderful. I feel like 
I’m in a very close family. It’s not just 
a bunch of teammates and people I run 
with. I feel like we’ve established a family 
here. The team and also the coaching 
staff [have] been very supportive of me 
and my transition.
“I’ve really enjoyed my fi rst two meets 
here. It’s still early, and we still have a 
lot of work to do. But I’m really excited 
about the season, the way this is going.” 
Last season, the South 
Carolina equestrian team 
won six matches in a row 
to capture the school’s first 
ever Southern Equestrian 
championship .
This year, the team will 
look to win its fi rst ever SEC 
title. 
I n  Ju n e ,  t h e  l e a g u e 
announced that it would 
add equestrian as its 21st 
recognized sport. 
Head coach Boo Major 
is excited about the new 
era and said the addition of 
Texas A&M , a prominent 
equestrian school, to the SEC 
in other sports was one of the 
main reasons equestrian was 
recognized.
“It’s huge for the sport 
of equestrian,” Major said. 
“(SEC) commissioner (Mike) 
Slive, I think, was looking at 
the need to add another sport 
to the SEC and I think that 
he picked a good one with 
equestrian.”
Major also said there most 
likely won’t be any visible 
changes now that the sport is 
recognized, but is happy for 
the support provided by the 
league.
As for the team itself, 
Major added 11 freshmen to 
the roster for 2012 from all 
over the country, including 
players f rom New York, 
Ca l i forn ia and I l l inois , 
among others . Major, who 
is entering her 15th year as 
coach of the Gamecocks , said 
it is very important to get out-
of-state talent, considering 
what she said was a relative 
lack of equestrian talent in 
South Carolina.
“Our team has a lways 
been that way and it is a great 
thing to have because I think 
our team really is a melting 
pot, since we have a lot of kids 
from all over the country,” 
Major said. “It’s not just one 
area. We have some good 
riders from South Carolina, 
(but) we don’t have a lot 
of good riders from South 
Carolina, recruiting-wise.”
Major said the freshmen 
have impressed so far, but 
says it is a “wait-and-see” 
process as to whether they 
compete because many of the 
players are still participating 
in outside events.
“We probably won’t see 
as many freshmen compete 
this fall as we’d like,” Major 
said. “Sally Henry has been 
a nice surprise for us. She 
has come in and it seems like 
she is going to make a pretty 
immediate impact on the 
Hunt Seat side. I think we’re 
still feeling our way through 
with the freshmen on the 
Western side.”
While Major gets to know 
the new Gamecocks, who are 
ranked No. 4 in the preseason 
poll , she does return a lot 
of talent from last year’s 
team with junior Johnna 
Letchworth , senior Kimberly 
McCormack and sophomore 
Katherine Schmidt , who 
was named AgSouth Female 
Athlete of the Year in 2011 .
M a j o r  s a i d  t h a t  t h e 
upperclassmen have been 
great leaders and mentors 
to the freshmen so far in 
practice.
“That just helps a lot when 
you have some girls that are 
on the horses that know the 
horses really well,” Major 
said. “Katherine Schmidt 
is another one that is really 
going to help this year. Last 
year as a freshman, I’m sure 
she didn’t feel comfortable 
being able to give advice and 
tell people to try this or try 
that. I think she is going to be 
a lot more comfortable in that 
role this year.”
As for the expectations for 
the 2012 campaign, Major 
said she always has lofty goals 
for her team at the beginning 
of the season. This year, 
Major wants the team to treat 
each match like it is a national 
championship. After last 
season’s unpredictable run to 
the Southern Championship, 
she bel ieves her team is 
capable of winning it all.
USC kicks off its season 
Sept. 29 at home against No. 
5 Oklahoma State . 
The women’s soccer team’s second weekend 
of SEC play was nothing if not challenging. 
An injury to a team captain , a red card in the 
fi rst half of one game and two nullifi ed goals in 
the other game topped the list of obstacles the 
Gamecocks had to face.
USC played two close games in spite of 
the roadblocks, but is still looking for its fi rst 
conference win after a 2-0 loss to Texas A&M on 
Friday and a 1-1 draw with Arkansas on Sunday .
“I don’t know that they feel good about [the 
results], but they know they’ve worked hard and 
don’t leave anything on the field,” said coach 
Shelley Smith . “They know there are some 
things they need to improve when it comes to 
decision-making in the final third or making 
sure that we don’t make mistakes, especially 
when we’re tired. Those are things that they’ll 
continue to improve upon.”
Junior midfi elder Elizabeth Sinclair did not 
appear in either game after suffering a muscle 
tear. Smith said there is no timeline for her 
return and that it will depend entirely on the 
healing process. As she recovers, Sinclair has still 
been a leader for the Gamecocks.
“We lost Elizabeth Sinclair as a leader on the 
field, but she’s still around and determined to 
lead as a voice in the locker room and on the 
sidelines,” Smith said. “Losing her has been 
difficult, but she remains a voice among the 
team.”
In Friday’s game, sophomore defender Christa 
Neary was ejected in the 41st minute , forcing 
South Carolina to play the entire second half one 
player down . Despite the disadvantage, Smith 
praised her team’s offensive effort against a team 
that has yet to give up a goal in its four SEC 
matches .
“I give the team a lot of credit to go out being 
a player down and do as well as they did against 
a good Texas A&M team,” Smith said. “Many 
times it didn’t even look like we had a player 
down. I thought we did great. We battled well 
and showed the heart we have. Unfortunately 
we even had chances to score and didn’t fi nd the 
net.”
In the game against Arkansas, freshman 
forward Courtney Angotti-Smith found the 
net in the 16th minute only to have the goal 
taken away due to an offside call . South Carolina 
scored a second goal on a header off a corner kick 
just before halftime, but a foul was called on the 
play, negating that goal as well .
“The fi rst goal, it was hard to argue,” Smith 
said. “She really was offside. ... The second goal, 
from being a 50-50 challenge in the box, to score 
a goal you had to run hard across defenders 
and get to the ball first, and we did that. It’s 
unfortunate when [the referees] feel there are 
fouls on aggressive play.”
The bright spot on Sunday was junior Danielle 
Au’s fi rst goal of the season, which tied the game 
in the 70th minute . Au tied for second on the 
team with seven goals last season .
“[Au] is someone that should continue to 
threaten and be a goal-scorer for us,” Smith said. 
“She’s done it in the past, and if you can’t get that 
fi rst goal, it gets frustrating. I’m glad that she was 
able to score a key goal for us in Sunday’s game. 
We defi nitely created a lot of opportunities. ... It 
meant a lot to fi nally have one go in.” 
France making most of return
Courtesy of USC Athletics
Chelsea France fi nished second out of USC runners at the Commodore Classic.
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Junior Danielle Au (12) had her fi rst goal of the season against Arkansas, forcing a draw.
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